Home Based Screenprinting Made Easy

Screen printing, also known as silk screening, is a versatile and creative way to print designs
on various surfaces, including fabric, paper, and more. Setting up a home-based screen
printing operation can be a fulfilling and cost-effective venture. Here's a step-by-step guide to
help you get started with home-based screen printing made easy:

1. Gather Supplies:

Screens: Purchase or make screens with the mesh appropriate for your designs. Common
sizes are 110 or 156 mesh.

Squeegees: Get squeegees of different sizes for different print sizes.

Ink: Buy screen printing ink suitable for your chosen printing surface (fabric, paper, etc.).
Emulsion and Sensitizer: Emulsion is used to create the stencil on your screen. You'll also
need a sensitizer to mix with the emulsion.

Exposure Unit or Light Source: You can use natural sunlight, a light table, or a UV exposure
unit to expose your screens.

Screen Printing Press (optional): A press helps maintain consistent pressure and alignment
during printing but isn't necessary for basic home printing.

Screen Printing Frame or Wooden Frame: Use frames to stretch and secure your screens.
Palette or Mixing Containers: For mixing and storing ink.

Heat Gun or Flash Dryer: To cure the ink on your prints.

Cleaners and Solvents: For cleaning screens and equipment.

2. Design Your Artwork:

Create or choose the design you want to print. Make sure it's suitable for screen printing, with
clear lines and solid colors.

Convert your design to a black-and-white image with high contrast.

Print the design onto a transparent film or use a digital projector to project the image onto your
screen.

3. Prepare Screens:

Coat your screen with emulsion according to the manufacturer's instructions.

Let the emulsion dry in a dark, dust-free environment.

Place your printed design or film on top of the dried emulsion and expose it to UV light or
sunlight to create the stencil. This will harden the emulsion in the areas not covered by your
design.

4. \Wash Out the Screen:
Rinse your screen with water to remove the unexposed emulsion, leaving the stencil behind.
Let the screen dry.

5. Set Up Your Printing Area:
Create a designated printing area with good ventilation to ensure proper ink drying.
Lay down a printing surface or table to place your substrates (e.g., shirts, paper) on.

6. Print Your Design:

Secure your screen on a press or makeshift setup.

Place the substrate underneath the screen.

Apply ink on top of the screen, above your design.

Use a squeegee to pull the ink across the screen, transferring the design onto the substrate.
Lift the screen and let the print dry. Use a heat gun or flash dryer to cure the ink.

7. Clean Up:
Clean your screens and tools immediately after printing to prevent ink from drying and clogging
the screen.

8. Practice and Experiment:

Screen printing takes practice to perfect. Experiment with different inks, fabrics, and
techniques to achieve the desired results.

As you gain experience and confidence in your screen printing skills, you can start offering
your services to friends, family, or even set up an online shop to sell your custom-printed
items. Remember to comply with any local regulations or permits required for operating a
home-based business.



